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Teacher’s Guide
[bookmark: _heading=h.i6nl1c9ec9s4]Grade Level: 6 		(Ages 11–12)
Subject Connections: 	Social Studies, Language Arts, Media Literacy & Citizenship Overview
Echoes of October is a powerful, age-appropriate graphic novel exploring the lives of four children, leading up to the October 7th Nova Massacre. Through parallel narratives and a Rashomon-style lens, it introduces complex themes like conflict, identity, grief, and hope.

[bookmark: _heading=h.29fdh6cur3s7]Learning Objectives
By the end of the unit, students will:
· Understand multiple perspectives within a real-world conflict. 
· Develop empathy through character-based storytelling.
· Analyze media, bias, and historical context using embedded news excerpts and endnotes.
· Reflect on themes of peace, resilience, and coexistence.
[bookmark: _heading=h.wdef76l8vqu2]Sensitive Content Advisory
This novel discusses real violence and loss through age-appropriate imagery and language. Teacher facilitation and space for emotional processing are encouraged.

[bookmark: _heading=h.e0znv6l3swdw]Suggested Use

· Whole-Class Read-Aloud (15–20 mins/day over 2–3 weeks)
· Literature Circles or Guided Group Reading
· Pair with a unit on Media Literacy or Current Events


[bookmark: _heading=h.fm0kvve0x562]Essential Question
“How can understanding someone else’s story help us imagine peace?”



[bookmark: _heading=h.ck9spq8q0pfj]🔹 1 hour Lesson Plan – Walking in Their Shoes: Independent Reading & Reflection
Grade: 6  Time: 60 minutes
Theme: Empathy & Perspective
Lesson Focus: Independent Reading + Structured Discussion

[bookmark: _heading=h.a8dsycu4m0hp]Big Idea
Reading someone’s story with focus and quiet helps us step into their world — and better understand our own.

[bookmark: _heading=h.fpzydyp2d9xt]Learning Goals
By the end of this lesson, students will:
· Engage deeply with the narrative of Echoes of October through sustained silent reading.
· Reflect on personal emotional reactions to characters and events.
· Contribute thoughtfully to a structured, student-led discussion.

[bookmark: _heading=h.ldfu8m9m3aey]Materials Needed
· Personal copies of Echoes of October
· Discussion circle prompts (printed or projected)
· Reader response journal (or notebook)
· Optional: calming background music for reading

[bookmark: _heading=h.mzhdgjyg2fp1]Lesson Sequence
[bookmark: _heading=h.pjbo7snhppk2]1. Set the Stage (5 min)
Briefly remind students:
“Today is your time to walk beside the characters. Take your time. Read not just with your eyes—but with your heart.”
Post this guiding question on the board:
“What moment made you feel something?”
Let students know they will be discussing this later.

[bookmark: _heading=h.vu4ot23npifj]2. Independent Reading (25–30 min)
Students read a selected excerpt silently.
Options:
· Choose a complete character arc (e.g., Amir or Jenna), OR
· Assign a stretch of 10–15 continuous pages that includes a powerful emotional beat (e.g., the bombing scene or Nova festival lead-up).

While reading:
· Encourage sticky-note marking or journaling of key “feeling” moments.
[bookmark: _heading=h.n9nwgwwkl5ou]3. Silent Reflection (5 min)
After reading, give students time to respond in their journals:
· Which scene stood out to you emotionally?
· What do you think the character was feeling?
· Have you ever felt something similar?

Remind them there are no wrong answers—only honest ones.

[bookmark: _heading=h.kadm13v4r5pn]4. Circle Discussion (20 min)
Move desks or sit on the carpet in a circle. Use one or two talking prompts to guide discussion:
Prompts:
· “What moment in the story made you stop and think?”
· “Which character would you want to talk to? What would you say?”
· “If you could give one of the kids advice, what would it be?”

Use a “talking object” (a soft item or stick) to manage respectful turns.
Encourage active listening and affirm emotional insights. Allow space for disagreement—but always through curiosity and kindness.

[bookmark: _heading=h.k3pracnxy69s]Assessment
· Observe discussion participation using a simple rubric (e.g., spoke once, showed listening, built on a peer’s idea).
· Collect journals or check for thoughtful responses.

[bookmark: _heading=h.ekfvvzpdan85]Extensions & Modifications
· For advanced readers: Ask them to compare two characters’ reactions to the same event.
· For emerging readers: Allow audiobook support or buddy reading.
· Optional Homework: Students write a short script or comic panel showing how one character might retell the day in their own words.


[bookmark: _heading=h.lmufjn2vcbkk]Quote of the Day (Optional Board Display)
“You never really understand a person until you consider things from their point of view.”
— Atticus Finch, To Kill a Mockingbird


🗓️ 5-Day Unit Plan: Echoes of October
Grade: 6  Length: 5 Lessons (60 min each)
Focus: Perspective, Conflict, Empathy, Media Literacy
Core Text: Echoes of October (graphic novel)

[bookmark: _heading=h.vitn6ea9o9k]🔹 Day 1 – Introduction: A Shared Sentence
Big Idea: Stories can begin with a single moment—but be experienced in very different ways.
Learning Goals:
· Identify the four main characters.
· Explore first impressions of grief and perspective.
Activities:
· Display and discuss: “They murdered my dad today.”
· Read opening spread aloud. 
· Visual literacy: analyze character panels.
· Mini-lesson: Perspective in storytelling.
· Begin character map (Know/Wonder/Feel).
Assessment: Participation, character map entries, class discussion.

[bookmark: _heading=h.ppvvbpvyek2k]🔹 Day 2 – The Rashomon Effect: One Event, Four Views
Big Idea: Truth can look different depending on your experience.
Learning Goals:
· Explore how one event can have multiple interpretations.
· Deepen understanding of each character’s background.
Activities:
· Read selected scenes from each character’s storyline.
· Use 4-corner strategy (physically move to corners labeled “Jenna,” “Amir,” “Eli,” and “Leila”) to express emotional responses.
· Mini-lesson: What is the Rashomon effect?
Assessment: Exit ticket: “Which character do you relate to most today, and why?”

[bookmark: _heading=h.jouvoabhn9ag]🔹 Day 3 – Connecting Fiction to Fact
Big Idea: Real-world stories influence how we tell fictional ones.
Learning Goals:
· Identify and discuss real headlines/endnotes used in the story.
· Begin thinking critically about media and historical context.
Activities:
· Explore 2–3 actual news articles from the endnotes.
· Guided comparison: How does the real story shape the graphic novel?
· Vocabulary support: intifada, kibbutz, ceasefire, martyr, trauma.
Assessment: Group poster: One headline + What it tells us about the world of Echoes of October

[bookmark: _heading=h.fowxm1z5k8er]🔹 Day 4 – Empathy & Emotional Response
Big Idea: Understanding someone else's story can build empathy.
Learning Goals:
· Engage emotionally and ethically with characters’ choices.
· Articulate feelings about injustice, fear, and courage.
Activities:
· Read a key emotional scene (e.g., the Tel Aviv bombing).
· Circle discussion: How did this scene make you feel? Why?
· Writing: Choose one character. Write a letter to them.
Assessment: Letters will be assessed for insight and emotional awareness.

[bookmark: _heading=h.68ad9vg6qa67]🔹 Day 5 – Building Bridges: What Comes Next?
Big Idea: Peace begins with understanding.
Learning Goals:
· Synthesize the story’s key themes.
· Reflect on personal takeaways.
Activities:
· Group brainstorm: “What would peace look like for these characters?”
· Create a classroom mural or peace pledge wall.
· Final journal prompt: “What did you learn about conflict and compassion?”
Assessment: Mural participation + journal reflection
[bookmark: _heading=h.qraq2vr7t7f6]🧭 Curriculum Links (Ontario/Canada-Aligned)
[bookmark: _heading=h.yhg8zfrzo6is]Social Studies – Heritage and Identity: Communities in Canada, Past and Present
· A3.1: Identify contributions of diverse communities
B2.2: Inquiry: multiple perspectives on historical events

[bookmark: _heading=h.xecll2hhdoe2]Language Arts – Reading & Media Literacy
· 1.6: Extend understanding of texts by connecting the ideas
· 1.8: Express personal opinions with supporting evidence
· ML 2.3: Distinguish fact from opinion


[bookmark: _heading=h.p0ecmgtx5111]

[bookmark: _heading=h.ort6d9zbudpg]Endnotes
The inclusion of any source herein does not imply endorsement, verification, or validation of its content. All materials referenced are publicly available and were selected solely for educational and contextual purposes. The views, opinions, and perspectives expressed in these sources are those of the individual authors or journalists and may not reflect the views of the creators, editors, or publishers of Echoes of October.
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[bookmark: _heading=h.fjxsc6b71myf]
[bookmark: _heading=h.xv4kcrt3hwdu]
[bookmark: _heading=h.f0ys8sv140h7]Glossary for “Echoes of October”
Abba – A Hebrew word that means “Dad” or “Father.”
Al Aqsa – A mosque in Jerusalem that is very important to Muslims around the world.
Baklava – A sweet dessert made of layers of pastry, nuts, and syrup or honey. Common in Middle Eastern and Mediterranean countries.
Bar Kohba – A Jewish leader who led a revolt against the Roman Empire around 132 CE.
Byzantine – Related to the Eastern Roman Empire, which lasted long after the western part fell.
Crusaders – Christian soldiers from Europe who fought in the Middle East hundreds of years ago to try to capture Jerusalem.
Diaspora – When a group of people, like the Jews, live outside their original homeland.
DJ Mixing Board – A piece of electronic equipment that DJs use to mix and play music.
Druze – A small religious and cultural community in the Middle East, including parts of Israel, Lebanon, and Syria.
Falafel – A food made from ground chickpeas or beans, fried into balls or patties. Popular in Middle Eastern cuisine.
Fūl – A dish made from cooked fava beans, often eaten for breakfast in the Middle East.
Gaza (Gaza City) – A crowded and often tense area in the Middle East, home to many Palestinians.
Hanukkah – A Jewish holiday celebrated in December with the lighting of candles on a menorah for eight nights.
Hamas – A political and militant group that controls Gaza and is considered a terrorist group by many countries.
Hummus – A creamy spread made from mashed chickpeas, tahini, lemon juice, and garlic.
Ichilov Hospital – A major hospital in Tel Aviv, Israel.
IDF (Israel Defense Forces) – The military of Israel.
Inshallah – An Arabic word meaning “God willing” or “If God allows it.”
Kibbutz – A community in Israel where people live and work together, often in farming or communal living.
Menorah – A special candleholder used during Hanukkah, with nine branches for the candles.
Mizrachi – Jews with roots in the Middle East and North Africa.
Mountie – A nickname for a Canadian police officer (Royal Canadian Mounted Police), often used humorously.
Nakba – An Arabic word meaning “catastrophe,” used by Palestinians to describe the events of 1948 when many lost their homes.
Occupied – Controlled by a different power or country. In this story, it refers to areas with military or political control.
Pita – A round, flat bread common in the Middle East.
Roman Empire – A powerful ancient civilization that controlled much of Europe and the Middle East over 2,000 years ago.
Scarred Hamas Terrorist – A character with a scar on his face who is a member of Hamas, shown as part of the story.
Shahid – An Arabic word meaning “martyr,” used for someone who dies for their beliefs or cause, often used in political or religious contexts.
Syria Palaestina – A name given by the Romans to the region of Judea (ancient Israel) after a failed Jewish revolt, meant to erase Jewish connection to the land.
Taylor Swift – A popular American singer-songwriter known for writing emotional and catchy songs.
Torah – The central holy book in Judaism, often called the Jewish Bible.
Yalla – An Arabic and Hebrew slang word meaning “Let’s go!” or “Hurry up!”
Zionist – Someone who supports the idea of Jews having their own country in Israel.
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