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Echoes of October tells the story of four 11-year-
old children living in Israel and Gaza. While the
events in the book are real, the children
themselves are fictional. We encourage readers to
learn more about the real-life events depicted in
this graphic novel. www.AmiAdan.com/endnotes

This book was created with input from all the
different communities represented within the
story.

We strongly believe that the future lies with our
children. By sharing a glimpse of these stories, we
hope to inspire greater understanding,
compassion, and a step toward lasting peace and
security for all.

--—- Ami Adan ---



,11, born and raised in Tel Aviv.
From a Jewish family.

Lily, 11, born in Toronto, now living in
Kibbutz Kfar Aza. From an evangelical
Christian family.

Amir, 11,born and raised in Daliyat
al-Karmel. From a Druze family.

,11, born and raised in Gaza
City. From a Muslim family.







Prologue




Janna Amir
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a year 290...
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A year before...

in Tel Aviv
LT

.

Got

” tired of a'lways
fighting.
? ks

Sometimes 1 think
I should just
take my family
and leave,

1
wish you
didn't live

so far
away.

—_—

You
have to

come to the

restavrant.

Druze
cook1rg s

We all are,
But, habibi,
this is
home,




Gaza
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¢ Lily, Off,
i please. We're
horme,




Later, at a Tel pviv
restaurant and in homes
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Jannah,
Show respect. You
should be proud to
have a man like him

in our home.

I know who
he is..but 1
don't-




| After the meal |

CV-\ P.nd it's
; Looks cool,
N f;gg}tlng 0“; right?




Meanwhile in Gaza City,
70 kilometers from Tel Aviv

Shukran.

How old
- are you?

But Allah blessed
you with a son
to fight the
Jews, yes?

Only... a small
still, but Inshallah,
already a warrior.,

/5




Across the borderin Kibbutz Kfar Aza,
6.5 kilometers to Gaza City




I hope

we won'

~ need soldiers
by +h




Oy fust, in. these words, do
Lot I am my Gul Self.
Aore._and WEwE judging
mmeya..,Iazvzéwmtép
be Seortdt, kil T am... of he

Maybe Tl be

inspired

tOMOrrow...



I T . Days later
You actually s, 529.8,
used thisin a M
mix before? | ™
The cover | i’ SOmetimes
is funny. o funny' is

exactly what

Especially.
See him?
That's Yossi.

| |
He was...
he was always
making everyone
laugh.




to teach

Elsewhere, in Gaza City

——" Youre od \—
] enough to know 1
many things, but
I understand ges yare
enough. 1 |
know what — S
— This isnt a game, ~
— 7 Jennah, My job is to
= o e fo
¥ Ithought\ more than st_
job was Y, Jews. Do you

7 I can fight for ™
B our people. Why
= don't... You always |
~(». Ssay that - £
RIS hgs
ey 2

—

7Some must battle with

guns and bombs, while
others with their

. heads... 2and hearts.

—_—

your tohguel

Our struggle
cOMes in

many forms.

Your mind... Maybe
one day you'll go to
university, Would you
like that?

Itis °
a fortune
to be able
to choose,

—

H
N/ Baba... why did

ou let them put
, that crate under the

carpet? ..Baba? /

! We do
what we must...
= Put your headscarf
on when you're |
ovtside. You're no




Northern Israel

Amir, you where my unit
- Candoit, " crossed into
~ Lebanon... And
.does » there's Syria,
he even <
‘r\otice? —_—

exXhausted.

S Lok ot that., ]

such a beautiful
country, Our
country.

There, That's ~ —~—

I'm

—  Near Mzjdal Shams,
h where your uncle hves
is what's called the
shouting hill. It's —

They speak...
ight. There's an
sraeli movie
about it...

~~ Amir.. We already do. \

Here in Israel. And

j EE there, and there...

Druze on either
side of the
border yell at
one another.,

DO you... think the |
Druze will ever have

and whereuer
the Druze are is
the:r home, This is our
strength Yours too.




Northern Israel

) ook 5t that \ ]

such a beautiful

There. That's
where my unit
crossed into
Lebanon... And

Amir, you
- Ccandoit. "

1 know, The

~ Near Majdal Shams, '
Druze on either

h where youruncle lives,

is what's called the side of the
& shouting hill. It's — & border yell at
< one another,

They speak..,
t. There's an

sraeli movie

about it...

~~ Amir.. We already do.
Here in Israel. And « theirhome. This is oul
there, and there... strength. Yours too.

\ /




Yup... This is
definitely not a
T miss Moose. Nor
hm. a beaVE“l”. BU‘C
henceforth... I dub
thee... Mountie.

(£

| Defini ]
{ Definitely not Canada |

T'm seripus,
I don't like
it here,

Lily. Everything
happens in its
Oown hme

m—— butterflies would
never hatch from
cocoons and
flowers would
never bloom.
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My dreams...
were SO vivid
ond real.
Clearer thon
)ife itseld.
Are they still
possible?”
€l



I hope
Icanbe as
brave as Abba

First,
T'll become
a famous
General,

go into
politics.

I could be
Prime Minister,

Wbl Pbostinians ever et 2
% uﬁmmﬁa&daf them? (puld iLle
3 SMmayée thire ave bts @f
. L aont wnow:,.
Iﬁe/if-z;o,ud With cnemies
evtrptert
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The first é?
Druze Israeli s &

superhero...
Double Star!

Ugh...
Writing songs
is hard. How

does Taylor md
. Swift do it?







Dishwasher,

Not sink. You do

TSI

Daliyat al-Karmel
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dont drop it...




PR YU
will join us in
our fight against

the Occuplers,




Across the land







Part |l




WouULD IT HAVE BEEN
BETTER To KNOW IT WAS
THE LAST TINE WE'D
CCLEBRATE?

AMIR
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Hanukkah,

4




Christmas. December
25th, 2022




L. You're on your

id, al
said unto them:; _ ownh::i ﬁn‘:”m

"Fear not, forbehold, 1
bring you good tidings
of great joy, which
shall be to
all people.

Forunto
you is born this day
in the City of David
a Savior...
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Sugar.

Same
effect.

Ready
for school?
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Daliyat al-Karmel

It's not

SO easy..

couldn't
get it...

74
and it's
not just
football,

\/
Everything in

life is
control,
then Kick.
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— Baba..

[ You know the '__|
| flower stall near ||
—ourhouse? /




Kibbutz KfarAza |

You took someone
from Gaza to
the hospital?




Thus, Bar Rome, as punishment, It's confusing... but it would be 500 years

Kohba's revolt renamed the region before Islam was born... and Christianity
against Romen  Syria Palaestina af ter the was still in its infancy. As for the Philistines

Occupation of Jews' ancient Philistine and fearsome Goliath, they were likely
Judea failed. rivals, and to erase links Aegeans fleeing the Bronze Age collarse
between Jews and the as part of the Sea Peoples... Also, calling

land of Israel ..Eli? yourself Palestinian before 1948 usvally

meant you were Jewish,

63BCE
33CE
66-73CE
115-117CE
132-136CE
70CE
390CE
570CE

Are Philistines
and Palestinians

Holy Al Agsa is It is sacred, but Soon the Zionist pig Occupiers
where the Prophet, the Jew Zionists will be gone, and Palestine free,
peace be upon him, wish to destroy Look to the future, not the

ascended to and... Jannah? past, and don't question the
Heaven. Pmphet's wisdom.

Why did the
b | Prophet choose
Al Agsa? Was it
important
before—




Now while Al Agsa and the Temple
Mount is holy to Islam, and managed
by the Jordanian Goverhment's
Jerusalem Wagif, it is also holy to Jews
as the ruins of the destroyed 1st and
2nd Temples... so they pray at the
wailing wall below. ...Amir?

THE S1X Are Jews
DAY wAR ~ allowed to
] pray at

Al Agsa?

Y /()

It's complicated... Israeli security
forces control access and keep the
'status-quo’ by banning non-Muslims
from visiting, even though no Israeli
law prohibits them sometimes
groups try...

May 14th, 1948, David Ben-Gurion
proclaimed the establishment of the
modern State of Israel, not to be
confused with the ancient Kingdom of
Israel... marking the rebirth of a nation
for the Jewish people af ter centuries of

diaspora and longing for a homeland.
However- Yes, Lily?

before 1948?

There was no independent country.
The British ruled. Before them
the Ottomans... Napoleon also snuck
in there... There were the Mamluks,
Mongols, and Crusaders... the Fatimids,
Abbasids, and Umayyads... the Byzantines
and Romans... on and on and on... back to
Solomon, David and earlier..,

/

But in 1948, as Israel celebrated
independence, today's Palestinians have
gone on to call that day the Nakba,
or'catastrophe,' where they believe
theirland was taken,




At first, I didn't notice
the protesters, But now... Il

[l - /
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‘Mwenng early?
Orhead caught in

the clouds?

Forgot \
\ \ an umbrella, \

We need
you in the
restaurant.




Gaza City \ O

BT LR

If we're able to have beauty even
here, we can achieve anything.

Nothing, and no one will stop us.
No matter how hard they try.

| o [
]




: e v |
&/ Kibbutz Kfar Aza

The rain... reminds me of home.

I ) 2




Another night

People were Yeah, people
always fighting and always kinda
killing the Jews in hated Jews. Hey...

history. But we have
a strong army now
SO We can defend

ourselves,

Canaries in

No, Absolutely not.
it's... you see this cherry tomato?

But... It's small. Much smaller than
why did sO oo a larger tomato, and yet, it's
people hate us? Did bursting with delicious flavor. Big
We o something tomatoes might... be jealous,

wong: right? How could something so

small... be so rich and tasty?
It's not fair.

So...
the other tomatoes,
or the other vegetables
and fruits might want
to get rid of the cherry
tomatoes, orblame
them for theirproblems
because it's easier that
wan?right? SO... Jews are
like cherry tomatoes.

Understand?

I..guess.But 1
just don't like
tomatoes.
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"T wish

1 could 90 bacr

Y, my fe
before.

To that OLhCr”

wor Zd ) wi 5/1’ Seems
S0 Simpte now.
Pespite £ all.

Jannat



; I hate
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~You're _
[ going for |
treatment? ) | 4aua

“This pas.f.. i\ (F
just forher. |\
| Not you. /
A e

Border crossing
| into Israel




I..they
let Baba come
too... I didn't
expect that.

Salam alaikum.
Hello. Are we
waiting for

I wonder...
if he was one
of the people

who shot

rockets
at us?
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; 7)
Can I ever
be as goOd of |
a SOHIE“I‘as my
. dad? As my
bl’()‘rherg? ‘ .




Why can't
we just have
peace and quiet
like other
places...




Ichilov Hospital,
Tel Aviv

TCHILOV CHILDREM'S HOSPITAL
L 1] [T [T

Y I've never %

' been to Tel Aviv

' before... it 100ks |

L like Gaza,
_only taller... _

I guess also
Israeli now,




Daliyat al-Karmel
country
falling apart?










she's staying
overnywt for

Careful, we'll make
you a Zionist yet.

Not at all. It

means

believe Jews
have the right
live safely in their

ancestral
homeland, here

[\ in Israel.




That same night

We carft live like
this! I won't... just
ore bullet away
one bomb

all while our
country tears
itself apart!
We have
passports.
| We can
eave to- -.
= And just
abandon our
country?
W Our parents?|
Our brothers
= and sisters?l =
Then who will? l

Who?l God? l

Israel is our
We're okay, Eli... home... Where we
we're okay... belong... Does

Abba really want
us to leave?
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@l Al B
v
/ martyr! A Shahid! | i
. He shot three
Jews! May they all |
. die from the River/
\ to the Seal /

e Y '—/

plece represent | /
b!ggcﬁp;igd? ' /




Tel aviv

= e = | = | 7 uin
wantdmtotgo. abroad could
be exciting
though,
— What do = .__nght?
— you mean? T
My parents, I
' they.Iwantto ' |__ M
—— grow t}P herE'. Not e — Parems
[ somewhere else, e
|

.Eli?

i

Im Israeli...
This is
home...




Tel Aviv

== L.don't l I '-"' e
want to go. g ooy
be exciting
. though,
— What do = i
= you mean? o
| My parents,
I they..Iwantto |___ o
—— grow up here, Not | — Bt
l somewhere else, i
|

LEli?

i

Im Israeli...
This is
home...




Daliyat al-Karmel

Helps if you
smile once
in 2 while,

. It's true.
Everything.
With customers... Yo‘t’r;hi‘g“H

life... girls...




Gaza City |

[

g0 back?

7 It must :
What were have been They probably
What was they like? terrifying. / cursed you.
it like?
— - - ~—
° J o o } g
" Did they -— =
hurt you? ._\.::_} i W
\_/ Or WiSh@d/-\_.’/
s you were o
J ¥ \ dead. / I
They're I thought 1 '
murderers, understood... Tell us! 1 thought
; I knew....
' E ow ba
. B C =y & 3\:
&/ Do you \{’
Jews. \ ’ have to _ - =

wid

It was

horrible,

It was . nice.




Kibbutz Kfar Aza

I don't know.

All my life

they were
there,

I

Lleh 1 ",
ckets?
attacks?

L







|F | TRIED HARDER...
WOVULD IT HAVE
MATTERED? WAS THERE
ANYTHING | COQULD

HAVE DONE?
AM IR



Abba, can Is | = —‘ Tt is. but
] sit — = IS, : i
we talk? important, - It's
Eli? I'm in s B complicated.

the middle

want to leave?l

' 1 thought Israel

was where we
belongeq?!

WY 5o explain it!

I heard you
— and Mom the
other night...’____

| L=

I don't want
you and your sister
to live in a place

day you have to

that isn't
' look over your
gettng saty. ~ shoulder and wonder
if something bad
is going

to happen.

| I don't want
you to have to
lose something
you cant ever
get back,




But it's not fair.
You should be
allowed to
come home
to Celebrate

Its not that

I'm not
allowed, Amir,
it's that-

What?
They need you? What
about us? What
about what we need?

You know if
" 1 C-OUid, I-

\I [" No.1 dorit
\ know. I dor't

know why

you're doing

any of this,

/

Because we love
this country and it's
ourduty to keep it
safe, Always. For all

of us, Because it's
the right thing to do.

e

How can
you be
<O sure?

You can't. You have to
decide. We each do. Guided
by whatever we chose
to lead us... sO long as we
understand and accept
the consequences of
our actions.



At the flower stall,
To Adalah Bassam,
He..fell off a roof. The
strange thing is... he
wasn't alone, His friend
fell with him too.

Baba... if the

s Jews are our
enemy, why are
they helping me

stay alive?
It's... SOme,
they help... but

also because of

them we suffer. “

Don't forget.

Stop asking
\ questions, Jannah...
Stop. Don't you
understand? It's...
Just stop.
3

{J




Some people In this life, Jannah,
are 'shahsds... quesﬂoninnghat
martyrs... is righteous will

aﬂd sOme are get wU kined
simply not... -
Each of us... we
D S have 3 h_ T
lMaktUbl = It is e —
written, but...
Led blind aloi
given sight...
how can we
know where to go
if we have no
knowledge

= Of the place we've

come from?

There is a \
bullet for all i
, but are
of us... a Jew Se. 9we the ones
Hamas'... to fire it,
=T -1 ! orto
be struck

by it?

But why
does there




Love thy neighbor...
Remember that girl?
From the hospital?

I can't change the
world... but helping
people, even if it's just
one at a time,
that I can do.

Why help them
if they keep shooting
rockets and trying
to kill us?

Does a rocket
care Who
helped? It still
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[ \ Smile,
== e
0 0T 1
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W @g ¥ Nias
& (% the same when

we arent all

% together..,

_ no..questions... /

AT L

have you at our
table. Our deepest

gratitude to yov for

\ _providing us with

\beOd for this feast. ./




September, 2023

ana...

My first ever
Rosh Hash

u've never tried
It's

yo
it

I can't believe

it before?l
00000 ¢o0odl




Was it a success?
What they...
needed you for?

made Israel a little
bit safer, But...

I.. sorry, I'm...
we lost one...
one of our quys,
sO...

You're home,

1
'\A E;‘”“%;

Sorry 1 was
gore so long.




It's beautiful,
Amir...
Powerful,

He's... well,
he's inspired by
you, Dad.

You're so...
strong. I'm... I'm
proud of you.

Not as proud as
1 am of you.



You know
nothing's been
decided yet,

right??

Hey- you're allowed O
to be frustrated. Sad
and even angry... but N

being rude, I will
not allow

Eli...

Al nigwt
you've had a
sourlook on
your face, It

was just a
conversation.
Not a decision

Itwasa
difficult night
for all of us...

which is why
I want you
somewhere
safe to fulfill
them.






They didn't let him
through. The soldier
pushed him back.
He beat him...
he said.. that he
wasn't allowed.

want to see
a picture of

and nobody
would have
cared.

ICHILOV
CHILDRENS
HOSPITAL

e

inside to
be with
you, okay?




that picture
now?




Why is it all
so confusing?




Finale
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Paba_says tomorrow- there
wilt be troubte.

/ﬁ well Freedon. isnt free'te said
o ?m — put.. Im ée;aw}; to think
Comes.. but g fredom _means  saspgfict...
Sounded. nervows, Tt BesSe M| Ao muck more mast thore be ..

N aiidla e wntil we Coe wzzyé:u'a;.’




Dad made a lame
joke that tomorrow
was going to be
‘eye opening' because

in the morning he's
taking a boy from
Gaza to get

AT Y

will be a
beautiful day,

He's making a
difference.
Even if it's
small...




Janna Amir
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Endnotes




Page 1:
+ On the morning of Cctobaer 7th, 2023, Hamas ists launched a hugely ful attack into Israel from the Gaza Strip, resulting in the massive and
indiscriminate murder of civilians in the surreunding communities, as well as at the nearby Nova music festival.
« Many people lost family members and friends, as Hamas Tiy of their and In soma cases, entire families were

» Eli and his mother rush for the bomb shelter located in their apartment (a common feature in mast modern Israeli homes) as a waming siren sounds,
Indicating an imminant rocket barrage.

- Panel 2:

« Lily and her dog are rescued from the carmage by the 1DF, who evacuate her to safety. Tha intense fighting in some kibbutzim lasted days, along with
efforts to save trapped civilians.

+ Panel %

+ As the events of October 7th dawnad on the Israell population, many reservists immediately took the initiative to repert for duty before getting called up,
and many also headed to the zones of combat independently to try to offer what help they could.

« Panel 4

= 251 hostages. mostly civilians, ware kidnapped into the Gaza Strip—some with injuries and some already dead—in order to ba vsed as bargaining chips by
Hamas, Among those taken were women, children, and even babies, as well as Jews, non-Jews, Israslis, and foreigrers.
Page 5:

« Bl and Amir play foatball (soccer) in Tel Aviv's Park Hayarken' as their fathers discuss their reserve duties. Cartain units of the 1DF are called up regularly until
members reach a cartain age.

- Habibl means friend in Arabie.

» The Druze are a small religious and ethnic minority originating in the Middle East, with communities primarily in Israel, Lebanon, and Syria. Known for their
strong sense of community and secrecy about their faith, the Druze emphasize loyalty to the state in which they five and serve prominently in the Teraeli
military, as wall as integrate into public life as part of thair commitmant to national unity,

Page &:
+ Panel 1: In 2005, Israel unilaterally and completeh il p fram Gaza in a peace effort, but instead of peace, Hamas took cantrol of the region,
with their founding charter stating their objective is to "kl the Jews.”
= In 1967, during the Six-Day War, Gaza came under Israell control whan they captured the territory from Egypt. As a former part of Egypt and sharing a
barder with the country, seme Gazans still hold Egyptian citizenship.
= After the Six-Day War, there were attempts to return Gaza to Egypt; however, these were refused.

» Panel 1: Many Israell ‘kibbutzim’ communities surround Gaza, some mere minutes away.

» Panel 3: According to lslamic law, women wha are no longer children must practice medesty by covering their hair in public, as well as when they are in the

of close Family memk ially men.

Pq;?:

- Despite differences, hummus unites the many different cultures, ethnicities, and religions in the Middle East.
= This page symbeclically places all the characters around the same table, even though physically they are in diffs with Eli and Amir at a restaurant,
while Jannah is at her home, and Lily is in hers.
Page 8:
« Whils traditionally Druze do not aleohal, just as tradi lly Hindus do nat ce beef and Cathalics fast during Lent, over time thase norms have
shifted.
Page 9:
» Panel I: The man visiting Jannah's house is a member of Hamas, which controls Gaza and is designated as a terrorist crganization. There have not been
slections in Gaza since 2006,
+ Clase to 25% of all girls in Gaza are married before their 18th birthday, with the mean age around 16, as reparted by the Palestinian Central Bureau of
Statistics (PCBS) and the UNFPA,
Page 10:
= You're on Your Own, Kid, Seng by Taylor Swift - 2022
Page 11:
+ Mandatory natlonal service Is a requirement for all Israell citizens (3 years for men and 2 years for women) once they reach 18. This can take the form of
military service or other specialized national services, such as in education or agriculture,
Page 12:
« Panel ¥: Many homes and public spaces in (Gaza are used by Hamas as places to store weapons and launch attacks from, as well as for entrances and exits into
massive and Intricate underground tunnels.
+ Tonot with Hamas' in Gazais ap lly fife-th g decision, which could result in imprisanment, punishment, or execution,
Page 13:
= The photo they are referencing depicts Eli's father along with members of his military unit, which would alse include Amir's father.
Page 14:
« Panal 1; Religious Muslims are meant to get on their knees and pray 5 times a day while Facing in the direction of Mecca, their holiest religious site, located in
Saudi Arabia.
» Panel B Hamas crates, such as the one placed underneath the carpet, would lkely contain and/or exph and
Page 15:
+ Panal 1: Thare ara numaerous hiking trails scross Israel, many located in the mountainous northern region,
« Panel 2: Amir's father's reference to his unit crossing Into Lebancn refers to the 2nd Lebanon War in 2006, fought between lsrael and Hezhollah, an
i { terrorist and praxy of the Iranian Ayataliahs,
+ Hazbollah systematically took contral of Lebanon, becoming the de facto decision-makers and rulars there, but their capability took a serious blow as 3
rasult of the 2nd Lebanon War.. However, they subsequently bullt up their presence once again after the end of hostilities.
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Page 16:

+ Many kibbutzim focus on certain agricultural industries or types of production and contain many green spaces and animals.

« Itis commen for volunteers to come from around the world to work and live on kibbutzim, as well as to experience the lifestyle there.

+ Among the kibbutzim near Gaza, they are known for their volunteer work in aiding Gazans with attaining work permits for industries in Israel, as well as in
assisting In access to Israell hospitals and services.

Page 18:

+ Saciety in Gaza is patriarchal. and women's roles are often limited and restricted.
Page 19:

+ Panel 1: Both Druze and Jewish identity utilize the star symbeol as part of their cultures. For the Druze it is a S-pointed star; for Jews it is a &-pointed star.
Page 22:

+» Panel I In Gaza, education is controlled by Hamas, and from a young age children are exposed to concepts of armed resistance and viclence against Jews,
Israel, and Western values.

Page 26:

+ Hanuldeah, the Jewish 'Fastival of Lights,’ Judah Maccabee's ful 164 BCE uprising against the Seleveid Empire, the restoration of
Jewish gnty in Judea (modern-day Israel), and the rededication of the Second Temple in Jerusalem. It also celebrates the miracle by which a single day's
supply of consecrated oil kept the Temple menarah burning for eight days.

Page 27:

+ Panel 4; Christmas, the Christian ‘Festival of the Mativity, commemorates the birth of Jesus Christ, believed to have i on D bar 25 CE, in
Bethlehem, It also celebrates themes of hope, peace, and goodwill, exp d through liturgical worship, Nativity scenes, caral singing, gift-giving, and
communal feasting,

Page 28:
+ Panel 1: Samson refers to the Israelite hero of Judges 13-16, whose gth was bolized by his uncut hair, and whose downfall came when
Delilah coaxed her way into having his hair cut.
Page 29:
« Panel 1/2: While Jannah refers to Israel with her reference to power, Jannah's father infers that it is truly Hamas who are the ones with the power in Gaza.
+ Pane! 3/4: Lily's father reads and quotes from the Christian bible, Luke 2:11
Page 33:

+ Panel 3: Stepping on an Israeli {and American) flag is done across the Middie East as a sign of disrespect against the country and to symbolize the desire to
destroy it. Page 34:

« Panwel &: For the communities surrounding Gaza before October 7th, sicens were commonplace occurrences that warned of rocket launches from Gaza,

+ Depending on the distance, the alasms provided several seconds to several minutes time to reach a safer location, such as a shelter.
= The Israeli Iron Dome defence system was designed to intercept short-range rocket attacks, such as those from Gaza, from harming civilians. who were
the primary targets of those rocket attacks.
Page 37

« Fram January until October 7, 2023, weakly demanstrations of aver 100,000 lsraslis protested governmaent plans to curh Supreme Court oversight, limit its
power ta strike dewn laws, and peliticize judicial app These p i d deep public divisions acrass lsraell society and cansumed much of
public discourse.

Page 3%:

+ Gaza's sole diesel-fired power plant has a nominal output of 60-140MW, while Israel supplies another 125MW via high-voltage lines and Egypt roughly

27 MW, together meeting less than half of Gaza's estimated 400-600 MW demand, resulting In rolling blackouts of about &-B haurs per day.
» Fuel imparts depend almost entirely on Israeli-authorized shipments (and, until Egypt's 2013 tunnel crackdown, some smuggled supply}—with the
blockade enforeing strict limits to prevent diversion for military use.
.+ In cantrast, senior Hamas figures {many of whom are bill and multi-mill ) largely insulate themsalves from shortages. Many reside abroad,
nmhhr in Qitaf orTuery and Hlmas-n.m institutions in Gaza keep private diesel generators, solar arrays, and uninterruptible power supplies to ensure
for leadership offices and VIP residences, aven when many Gazans go without power,

Page 41:

» Antisemitism’s origing are deeply varied snd complex. tracing back to pre-Christlan ethnic prejudices in Ancient Greece and Rome, evolving into Christian
refigisus anti-Judaism in late antiguity and the Middle Ages, taking political and econemic ferms during Enligh Europe, and crystaliizing as racial
antisemitism in the 19th and 20th centuries.

+ Throughout thase eras. Jews were repeatedly scapegoated (finding a group of people to blame for trouble), first as ethnic "others,” then as theoclogical villains,
and later as i or racial iders, espacially during periods of social crisis,

+ Because Jows were a legally and secially marginalized minority in most soc they had litthe to ch ge thase cal making them
targets for collective fear, resentment, and the projection of blame.

+ Anti-Semitism has long been described as the “canary in the coal mine” of societal health, with its rise often heralding wider breakdowns in tolerance and the
rule of law,

+ The idiom itself comes from 19th- and early-20th-century mining practice: canaries—being highly sensitive to carbon monoxide and other toxic gases—ware
taken d as living d By 1911 British regulations even required two caged birds per shift: if they fell ill or died, miners knew to evacuate
befare the air became lethal

Page 42:

+ After completing mandatory military service, many units still partake in periodic reservist duties, especially combat units, to ensure readiness in cases of

emergencios and to parform special operations,
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Page 44:

+ For the kibbutzim communities around Gaza, rocket attacks before Octobar 7th were frequent and sudden and bacame a part of everyday [ife they had
ta deal with,

+ Many volunteers from the kibl around Gaza helped Gazans who needed to enter lsraal for work or madical needs, such as by providing transit to
the locatians they needed ta reach. '

Page 46:

« Just as security checks are necessary when flying on a plane, checkpoints for passing into and out of Gaza became a necessity In order to prevent
terrorist activity and weap ggling and waere op d by Egypt and Israel along their borders with the territory, requiring permits, 1D checks,
‘baggage X-rays. and vehicle inspactions.

+ While these measures were vital for civilian safety, limited operating hours and periodic security closures meant cressings could take hours or evers
days.
Page 48:

+ The Druze community in Israel has one of the highest percentages of combat unit enlistmaent and accalades in the Israell military and is considered

some of the finest saldiers in the country.
Page 49:

« During the height of the protests against judicial reform, far many in Israel, it felt like society was tearing at the seams and caming apart.
Page 50:

+ As of December 2023, lsrael's 9.84 million citizens inchude roughly 208 million Muslim Arabs (211%), sbout 180,000 Christian Arabs (LB%), 152000
Druze {1.6%), and some 560,000 other non-Jewish ies (Ci nen-Arab Ch unaffiliated and foreign workers), many of wham serve
a3 doctors, lawyers, professors, Knesset membars, and aven cabinet ministers. '

= In contrast, there are no Jews residing in Palestinia Hled ies, and, within areas admin d by the Pal Autharity or Hamas,
nen-Muslims, particularly the roughly 50,000 Christians in the West Bank and 1300 in Gaza, face legal and social pressures, including church
wvandalism, restrictive building permits. and social harassment, which have driven many to emigrate.

« Israeli hospitals are widely viewed as the region’s most advanced, and thousands of Gazans and West Bank Palestinians are referred there when lacal
facilitios cannot provide complax care.

Page 51:

+ During the mass judicial-overhaul pmtutl in MH-ZOZ’E. savaral thousand reservists, including special-forces operators, elite fighter pilots, and cyber
specialists, signed letters or declaratic to vol for reserve duty, with estimates ranging from around 750 to 4,000 who threatened or
ceased reparting in protest.

+ Howaver, following Hamas's surprise attack on October 7, 2023, the IDF mobllized roughly 300,000 reservists. tha largest call-up in lsrael's history, and
most reservists responded in far greater numbers than anticipated, with same units reporting aver 100 percent turnout.

Page 52:

+ On March 9, 2023, an Israeli special-forces unit carried out an undercover raid in the village of Jaba', south of Jenin, in the narthern West Bank. Three
Palestintan Islamic Jihad operatives apened fire from a moving vehicle during the operation, and the soldiers immediately returned fire, kiling all three
attackers, who were found to be in possession of explosive devices.

Page 53:

+ On March %, 2023, a lone gunman opened fire outside a cafe on Dizengoff Streat in central Tel Aviv, wounding three civilians (one critically) before
being shot dead by police, The attacker, identified later as 23 years old and the son of a Hamas official, carried out the shooting just hours after the IDF
raid near Jenin that killed three Palestinian militants.

Page 54:

« Panel 3 Zionism is the belief that Jews have the right to self-d n in their land of Israel, where Jews have had a presence.

» The earliest verifiable mention of "Israel” comes from the Memeptah Stele, an Egyptian victory inscription dated ca. 1208 BCE (over 3 thousand
years ago), In which Pharach Memeptah records that “Tsrael is laid waste,” in reference to a people called Isrsel In Cansan. A later artifact is the Tel
DmShh(cl.B?O-—?SDBCE).MMIMM'M!hmnlmbtmfnﬁmmlhlmﬂmﬁd'{ninmngledo‘Fthcabln).
confirming the existence of a Judean (Jewish) dynasty in the land of Judah.

+ Panel 4: Rockets launched at Israel that are not intercepted by the Iron Dome are often not aimed at specific targets and are fired more generally
tawards areas, resulting in damage against all manner of targets, including from shrapnal even when rackets are successfully interceptad.

+ In this instance, the rocket is depicted as having struck the stables and having killed Mountie, the horse.

+ Panal 4; Lily's father quotes the Christian Bible, Luke 23:34.

Page 55:

« Since 2023, has surged d i feiwid luding in the US. where incidents rose by 140% in 2023—the highest on record—while
mummmmmmmmmmmmwm

+ Canada rep. 15791 it 4 in 2023, more than double the 2,769 incidents in 2022, a 109% increase, and accounting for 1% of all hate
crimus, even though Jews make up less than 1% of the population, By early 2024, data showed a further 670% rise in incidents,

«+ France saw incidents nearly quadruple from 436 in 2022 to 1676 in 2023, with around 1570 reported in early 2024 alone, and approximately 57% of all
religiously motivated hate crimes in 2024 were antisemitic

« Globally, antisemitic acts increased by 107% in 2024, and with Israel as the warid's only Jewish state, many Jews legitimately question where they can
lve safely amid rising hostility.

Page 57:

«+ Distributing treats and celek g after attacks against lsrael was a frequent’y docur  oc in Gaza before October 7th, 2023

oTInnrm'Sh.lhid like the term ‘martyr, uuudmuhrtnmmtn}ndhahrﬂukfakh—oﬁmdihwducﬁngavid«nmﬂnhrm ‘shahid,’
‘however, has become more commaonly used by Pal to ifically ref who was killed while attacking Jews, Israsl, or the West.
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Page 65:

» As of 2025, | lity ramains. inalized in naarly all Muslim-majority with penalties ranging from impri to daath, In Gaza, same-sex
activity is punishable by up to 10 years in prison, and LGBTQ individuals face severe p Human rights groups and media reports have documented
cases of torture, extrajudicial killings, and executions, including instances of people thrown from rooftops or killed in other brutal ways, such as being dragged
o death from the back of a motorcycle.

+ The climate of fear forces many LGETQ Palestinians to hide thelr identities or, if possible, flee, many many to Israel. the only country in the Middle East where
LGETQ rights are legally recognized and protected. and where Tel Aviv is widely recognized as one of the most LGBTQ-friendly cities in the world

Page &68:

« Eid al-Adha, the Islamic Festival of Sacrifice, commemaorates the Prophat Tbrahim's (Abraham’s) willingness to sacrifice his son in obedience to God, who
ultimately providad a ram in his place. Celobrated on the 10th of Dhu al-Hijjah during the Hajj pllgrimage. it includes special prayers, acts of charity, and the
ritual sacrifice of an animal, with the meat distributed amang family, friends, sand those in need. The Druze community also observes this haliday as part of
their religious tradition. While not celebrated in Judaism, the story originates in the Hebrew Bible, where Abraham is similarly tested and ultimately spares his
son through divine intervention.

Page &69:

+ Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New Year, marking the beginning of the Hebrew calendar year. It is a time of reflection, prayer, and renewal, traditionally belioved
to be the anniversary of the creation of the world, Observed over two days, it includes synagogue sarvices fi g the ding of the shofar (ram's horn),
as well as festive meals with symbelic foods like apples dipped in honey to represent hopes for a sweet new year.

Page 70:
« Panel 5: Amir's father expresses that during his recent military duties, one of the soldiers in his unit was killed in action.
Page 74:

» While the exact of the i nnutmlad.-wwtfalhcm:mhadmaplwuul ' at a border checkpoint. such as
haigh i tensions, p ived thraats, mi ication, abuses of authority, or accid !

. Jmmh: claim that no one “would have cared” if her father had been shot reflocts her mund sense of injustice, but in reality, such an incident would have

ggered a farmal i 5 by millitary authorities. These i o are conducted to d whether preper rules of engagerment and procedures
were followed, and they can result in disciplinary ot legal jepending on the findings.
Page 78:

. le Supernova (Nova) music festival near Kibbutz Re'im in southern Israel became a primary target of the Hamas-led attack. Amid rocket barrages. over 100

fil d the site, indi inataly firing on civilians,

+ By mid-morning. the death toll had climbed to 364-378 people, including 344 civillans and 34 security I, making it the deadliest single of
October. Additionally, 44 festivalgoers were taken hostage into Gaza, and the hoerific incident accounted for about ane-third of all civilian deaths during the
broader October 7 attacks.

Page BO:

+ Following the breach of the Gaza border on October 7th, ZOK many Palestinian civilians crossed into Israel alongside Hamas militants.

» While some loated and dalized, athers were d 1 participating in kid ings and acts of wiel . raising sarious about civilian plicity
in the attack.
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